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1. Eligibility
The competition is open to residents of the local community. Entries must be submitted in the correct age category:
· Under 12 years
· 12–17 years
· 18+
2. Original Work
All entries must be the original work of the entrant.
Stories must not have been previously published or entered into another competition.
3. Word Limits
Entries must follow the stated word limits for each category.
The word count must be included at the top of the submission.
Judges may stop reading entries that exceed the maximum word limit.
4. Submission Guidelines
· Typed entries are preferred (12pt font recommended).
· Each entry must include the entrant’s name, age category, and contact details.
· Only one entry per person is permitted.
· Entries must be received by the stated deadline.
5. Parental Permission (Under 18s)
Entries from participants under 18 must have permission from a parent or guardian.
6. Judging
Entries will be judged by an appointed panel.                                                                                                                            All stories will be judged anonymously, please do not include name on the story. Entry forms will not be shown to the judges. 
Judges’ decisions are final and no correspondence will be entered into.
7. Prizes
Prizes will be awarded to winners in each category. No cash alternative will be offered. BL+H voucher will only include alcoholic beverages at events and strictly for 18+ only. 
8. Publication & Display
By entering the competition, participants agree that the library may:
· Display winning or shortlisted stories in the library
· Share winning entries on the library website or social media
· Use excerpts for promotional purposes
The author will always be credited.
9. Data Protection
Personal details will be used only for the purpose of administering the competition and will not be shared with third parties.
10. Right to Amend
Buckby Library & Hub reserves the right to amend these terms or cancel the competition if necessary.
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